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Little work has been carried out on this condition. It is claimed
that the injection of both wart suspensions and their filtrates intra-
dermally into human subjects has produced the characteristic
lesions, which can be passed in series.
Little is known about the immunity to this condition ; some
individuals appear to possess a natural immunity, while others
are very susceptible.
Molluscum Contagiosum
Molluscum contagiosum is a contagious epithelial growth of
benign nature. The condition is seen usually in children, the
infection being transmitted by such articles as towels. The
lesions are found generally about the face or genitalia, and consist
of a nodule produced by local proliferation and swelling of the
epithelial cells; the central oval cells contain the so-called
" molluscum bodies ". Practically nothing is known about the
immunity response.
Trachoma
Trachoma is a specific disease characterized by inflammation
and hypertrophy of the conjunctiva. It is usually found in
communities where hygienic conditions are poor.
The aetiology remains uncertain although there is increasing
evidence to incriminate a virus. Noguchi (1925) isolated a
small Gram-negative bacillus from material removed from the
eyes of American Indians suffering from trachoma. This he
termed Bact. granulosis, and by sub-conjunctival inoculation into
monkeys he claimed to have reproduced a condition resembling
human trachoma. Noguchi concluded that this organism was the
setiological agent of the disease. Other workers have been
unable to confirm these observations. While this failure may be
due to the technical difficulties involved in the work, there is now
strong evidence to indicate that the responsible agent is a filterable
virus. Supporting this view is the presence of inclusion bodies in
affected conjunctiva! epithelial cells and the demonstration of
elementary bodies in the conjunctiva! epithelium.
Attempts to culture the virus have failed and transmission of
the condition to experimental animals has not been very success-
ful. It has, however, been suggested that the virus is related to
the " L.G.V.-Psittacosis " group.
Inclusion Blennorrhoea is considered by some workers to be
closely related to trachoma and to have a similar aetiology.